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### 

 

December 9, 2020  

Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update  

    

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is reporting 17 new cases in Antrim (4), Charlevoix (5), 

Emmet (5), and Otsego (3) counties. Case investigation and contact tracing are in progress, and relevant 

information will be shared when it is available. 

 

We received a few inquiries from residents about text messages from the Michigan Department of Health 

and Human Services (MDHHS) regarding COVID app and increase in cases. After contacting with staff at 

the MDHHS, these text messages were not scam and were sent from the state to promote the COVID app 

in counties with high levels of new cases.  

 

Earlier this week the “Pause to Save Lives” Epidemic Order was reissued by the Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services and extended for an additional 12 days – through December 20.  The extended 

Epidemic Order remains essentially the same in terms of key precautions including key areas such as 

indoor gatherings restricted to less than 10 people and no more than 2 households (preferably the same 

two households throughout the duration), restaurants and bars allowed to be open for outdoor dining, 

takeout and delivery, and high school closed to in-person instruction and extra-curricular activities.  Masks 

and distancing are required anywhere where 2 or more people might be present.    

 

“With the widespread community spread of COVID-19 in our communities, we want to encourage 

everyone to stay vigilant in followed the required precautions.” stated Lisa Peacock, Health Officer. “We 

are encouraged by the hopeful trends that have occurred in response to these precautions that we put 

into place based on data that indicated the drivers of increased transmission and are hopeful that a little 

more time will show additional improvement.” 

 

As of 4 pm, the Health Department of Northwest Michigan is reporting:  

• Total COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim – 520, Charlevoix – 745, Emmet – 1097, 

Otsego – 870 

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim – 249, Charlevoix – 322, Emmet – 

570, Otsego – 460 

• Confirmed COVID-19 associated deaths in the following counties: Antrim – 7, Charlevoix – 7, 

Emmet – 28, Otsego – 19 

The State of Michigan is reporting 415,200 cases and 10,213 deaths. 

 

Stay up to date on the latest information in the Health Department jurisdiction by liking and following 

our Facebook page and visiting our COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To locate a testing facility, visit the 

Michigan COVID-19 Test Finder website. To track the risk levels of COVID-19 pandemic indicators, visit 

the MI Safe Start Map website. 
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